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This application should be refused for the reasons 
mentioned below. If the applicant has any argument against 
the reasons, such argument should be submitted within 60 
days from the date on which this notification was dispatched. 



<Reason 1> 

This invention in claims listed below of the subject 
application is unpatentable under the provision of Japanese 
Patent Law Section 29(2) since it could have been easily 
made by persons who have common knowledge in the technical 
field to which the invention pertains, on the basis of the 
inventions described in the publications listed below which 
were distributed in Japan or other countries or were 
publicly available through electrical communication lines 
prior to the filing of the subject application. 

<Reason 2> 

This invention in claims listed below of the subject 
application is unpatentable under the provision of Japanese 
Patent Law Section 29bis. since it is identical with the 
inventions (devices) described in the specifications or 
drawings initially attached to the patent applications 
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(utility model registration applications) listed below which 
were filed prior to but laid open or published (patent 
gazette or utility model gazette was published) after the 
filing of the subject application, and is neither made by 
the same inventors as the inventors (creators) of the above- 
mentioned inventions (devices) of the patent applications 
(utility model registration applications) nor applied by the 
same applicant as the applicants of the above-mentioned 
^patent applications (utility model registration 
applications ) . 

Note (The list of Cited Documents etc. is shown below) 
Regarding Reason 1 
•Claims 1-8 
•Cited Documents 1-5 

Regarding Reason 2 
•Claims 1-8 
•Cited Document 6 

Remarks 

Cited Document 1 describes objects similar to those 
described in the subject application, and also describes a 
recording head in which outer portions are receding from a 
central portion. 

In addition, the shapes of the recording head portion 
and the reproducing head portion are commonly known, as 
described in Cited Documents 2-5. 

In addition, in the specification of the subject 
application, the magnetic functional portion, which is the 
central portion of the magnetic element, and the outer 
portions are simply called such to refer to the 
corresponding regions, and there is no difference from those 
having common shapes as described above. 

In addition, the Cited Document 6, in particular. Fig. 
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3 thereof, describes a structure similar to that of the 
subject application. 



List of Cited Documents etc. 

1. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 3- 
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2. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 4- 
195801 

3. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 
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4. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 
11-191206 

5. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 9- 
167317 

6. Japanese Patent Application No. 2001-109904 (Japanese 
Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 2002- 
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Record of the results of prior art search 

•Fields searched IPC 7th Edition G11B5/31, 5/39 

DB Name 

•Prior art document 

This record is not a part of the reason for refusal. 
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